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3. ^ The drawings filed on 22 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Allowable subject matter 

Claims 13-15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
neither discloses nor suggests a computer comprising the following limitations, in 
combination with the remaining elements of claim 13: 

A switch coupled to the current source-sink connection and configured to receive 
a synchronizing signal having an active state and an inactive state, wherein the switch 
has an on state activated by the active state and deactivated by the inactive state; a 
current path coupled to the switch, wherein the current path is configured to pass a 
current when the on state is deactivated, and wherein the switch is configured to pass 
the current when the on state is activated; and a self-oscillating, push-pull switching 
circuit coupled to the oscillator and to the cold cathode fluorescent lamp. 

Proper motivation is not found in the prior art for combining references to 
disclose the claimed limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Krummel (6,717,374) discloses a micro-controller, switched mode power supply 
comprising a current source sink switch for applying adjustable discharging current, a 
self-oscillating, push-pull switching circuit coupled to the oscillator but fails to disclose 
the claimed switch and current path. 

Clayton et al. (6,583,994) discloses the claimed switch and current path but fails 
to disclose push-pull switching circuit coupled to the oscillator. 

Holcombe (6,169,765) discloses an apparatus comprising current mirror for 
sinking current but fails to disclose the claimed switch and current path. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Wilson Lee whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1824. 

Papers related to Technology Center 2800 applications may be submitted to 
Technology Center 2800 by facsimile transmission. Any transmission not to be 
considered an official response must be clearly marked "DRAFT". The official fax 
number is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private F 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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system, contact the Electronic Business 
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